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PRE F AC E 



TO VOLUME II. OF 



THE STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF BENGAL. 



This volume treats of that part of the Gangetic delta 
which lies within the Districts of Nadiyd and Jessor. 
Nadiya and the northern portions of Jessor form examples 
of old-settled, well - raised deltaic tracts, — of tracts, how- 
ever, still partially subject to fluvial action and to annual 
inundations, which in ordinary years fertilize the soil, but 
occasionally devastate the crops. The southern parts of 
Jessor District exhibit the delta in a less advanced stage 
of formation, covered with swamps, and ending towards 
the coast in a network of sluggish channels and back- 
waters, through which the Gangetic distributaries merge 
into the sea. 

The total area dealt with in this volume amounts to 
7327 square miles, containing a population of 3,887,816 
souls. The District statistics were collected in the years 
1870-72, and as regards their accuracy are subject to the 
remarks in my Preface to Volume I. 
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ERRATA.— VOLUME II. 

Page 70, line 2, for inquires read inquiries. 
Page 3CX), line 25, for 1772-73 read 1872-73. 



I shall be grateful for any corrections or suggestions which 
occur to the reader. They may be addressed to me, care of 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Calcutta. 
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Yij^^ Sats3^^ — Leoperds asc -rZd bogs are soil pJentxful in 
the l/ssicL wiu: zn ocfasicynal tirer : 2nd s&^ 2nd vDcl ducks in 
the s^d^Qps. S::i£kes zbc/zzid : the nuniber ga riraths from snake- 
bite being about eve buncred j*r annum, wirs aboox fifty otbcr 
de&L'o ^T^r -:a"y 5*021 wCd a^'T^'s Re«Ards sit not given for 
snake-kfiiinz. No trade is cairled on in wiki-beast skins ; and, widi 
the exception of the nsberles, the jh-jt nj^ura is not made to con- 
tribute in anv wav tovards the wealth of the I>i5£rict- 

T^jrVixii-jS. — No regular Census was taken of Nadii-a District 
prior to 1872, but se%-erai rouzh aitempis have been made at an 
enumeration of the people. The earliest on record appears to have 
been in i Sc2. when the Collector renimed the number of villages at 
5749. supposed to contain 127.405 houses; and ralnilating at the 
rate of six persons to each house, be esnmated the aggregate popu- 
lation at 764^30 souls. The limits of the District were then much 
larger than at presenL For the purposes of subsequent enumera- 
tions, even- piolice siation itfuinj) has kept house lists {kAdnd 
shumdri) of the \illages within its jurisdiction. It is not known 
when these lists were first introduced, and the)' could not have been 
of a very tru5ti»'orthy chazaaer, as the matehals on which they were 
based were supplied b>* \-illage watchmen {chjukidirsu without 
being tested by any superior officials. In 1S63. Colonel Gastrell 
conducted a survey of the District, in the course of which the 
houses were counted and renimed at 215.2S9. the total population 
being estimated at 951,229, or an average of 4*42 souls per house. 
In 1869, the house lists kept at the different police stations were, 
under the orders of Government, revised to date, and showed 
236,180 houses, iiith an estimated total population of 1,288,300 
souls ; the average number of inmates to each house being taken to 
be five. The average population per house was highest in the 
Chuddingd Subdivision, and next to it in that of Kushtid. The 
most populous Subdivision was Bangion ; next to it, Kushtid ; 
Krishnagar stood third. 

A more elaborate and exact Census was taken by authority of 
Government in the early part of 1872. The first step was to care- 
fully examine and revise the lists of villages included in each of the 
Police Circles, and it was determined to make these the basis of 
operations. The police village list was compared with the survey 
list ; discrepancies inquired into and accounted for ; and inquiries 
made as to whether any fresh villages had been formed since the 
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<iv.) Pastolu. Castes. 



<v.) Castes ENCAOED ts 
rREPAiiKC Cooked Food. 

Madaki '.'.'.'. 



Tdmbull, 
Chua Dhopa, 
Kaibartto, 
Koeri. . 

Mali, 
Rii. elc, 
Sadgop, . 



) Castes i 

lEFLY IN PEKSONAL 

Service. 
Bchiri and Duliyi, . 

Dhanuk 

Dhawa, .... 

Dhow 

Hajjani (Napil), 



(tiiL) Aktiun Castes. 

Gandhi 

Kam^r. .... 

Lih^ri? '.'.'.'. 

Rajmiitri, 

Sinkhiri, 



4.*79 
•.683 
9.0I7 
"4,857 
8,701 



'7.506 



20,4ao 



(ix.) Weaver Castes. 
Jod and Patui, 
iUpali,. . . . 
KoUl, .... 
Tanti, .... 

Total, . 
(x.) Labocbixc Castes. 
Beldir, . 
Cbunan, 
Kori, .... 

Tolal, . 



Mdnjhl, 
Paiani, . 



(xiii.) Dancer, Musician, 

Becgak, and Vagabond 

Castes. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE RAJAS. 165 

■ 

the advantage of rescension by an able English editor before being 
published in the Calcutta Review. It gives a fair idea of what an 
educated Bengali thinks that a local history should contain. The 
following Account of Jessor will enter briefly into the rise and fall 
of the landed families of that District Compositions of a similar 
character may be found in the Appendices to niy Annals of Rural 
Bengal. But such narratives yield so small a residue of history, 
and are constructed with so total an absence of the critical sense, 
that, excepting in a few special cases, I have not thought myself 
justified in swelling the dimensions of a purely statistical series of 
volumes with materials of this sort. 
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wood, these clearings only take place at isolated spots; and the 
forest area is so great, that they have no practical result on the 
general unhealthiness. The Civil Surgeon believes that the storm- 
waves to which the sea-face is subject would be far more destructive 
than they are, if it were not for the dense jungle of the Sundarbans, 
which breaks the force of the waves. This was shown by the cyclone 
of 1869, when it was observed that the water had lost its force 
before it reached the interior of the District, while the forests on 
the sea-shore, and for some distance inland, were smashed. The 
resistance which they ofifered broke the strength of the rush. It is 
doubtful, therefore, whether unmixed advantage would result from 
a wholesale clearance of these forests, and whether a thick belt 
should not be left to act as a barrier against the future inroads of 
the ocean. 

Charitable Dispensaries. — ^The following table exhibits the 
amount of relief afforded by the Charitable Dispensaries of Jessor in 
187 1, with the proportion of the cost borne by Government, and by 
private subscriptions or other local sources. There are eight dis- 
pensaries in the District, four of them containing hospital accom- 
modation for in-door patients. The total number of persons who 
received medical relief in 187 1 was 12,731, at a total cost of ;^99o, 
exclusive of European medicines, and a net cost to Government, 
including European medicines, of ;^6oo, 15s. 



